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Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

Fearing God and Turning Away from Evil 

By Pastor Ron Matsuda 

Recently I wanted to discover what the Bible had to say about “the 
fear of God,” so I did a scriptural search through my Bible to study 
this subject.  In doing so, the Lord revealed something to me that has 
powerfully impacted my life to this day. 

Let me quote below some of the verses that I found in the NASB text. 

[Job] was blameless, upright, fearing God, and turning away from evil.  
(Job 1:1) 

Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is 

understanding. (Job 28:28) 

Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and turn away from evil.  (Prov. 3:7) 

The fear of the Lord is to hate evil; pride and arrogance and the evil way and the 

perverted mouth, I hate.  (Prov. 8:13) 

By lovingkindness and truth iniquity is atoned for, and by the fear of the Lord one 

keeps away from evil.  (Prov. 16:6) 

Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come in order to test you, 
and in order that the fear of Him may remain with you, so that you may not 

sin.”  (Exo. 20:20) 

Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves for all 

defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.  (2 Cor. 7:1) 

As I looked at these verses, I was struck by the fact that the fear of  God appears to 
go hand in hand with turning away f rom evil.  Upon further ref lection, I realized that 
it cannot be otherwise.  Fearing God means having a holy reverence for God 
because of  who He is, what He has done, and how we are coming to know Him 
through an intimate, love relationship with Him.  If  we truly fear God, we will turn 
away f rom anything contrary to His character (His love, holiness, righteousness, 
etc.).  This also implies that if , at any time, we do not turn away f rom sinful attitudes 
or actions (evil) but instead give in to them and accommodate them in our lives, at 
that very moment, we do not truly fear God in the sense indicated by these verses.  
Needless to say, this has challenged me to the very core of my being.  I have 
committed myself to seek, with His help, to live my life daily in the fear of  God. 

This is my last Spirit article as a pastor at GVBC.  I will be retiring on June 30.  It 
has been a great privilege and joy for me to serve on the pastoral staff these past 
years and to get to know and work with so many of you in this church family.  Thank 
you for all your love and support throughout the past years.  I look forward to a 
f ruitful future of  worship, fellowship, and service with you here at GVBC even af ter I 
retire. 

I invite you to join me in making an ongoing commitment to seek to fear God and 
turn away f rom evil on a daily basis in utter dependence on the power of  His Word 
and His Spirit. 

Pastor Ron 
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HIS LITTLE FEET 

INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

TO PERFORM AT GVBC 

His Little Feet International Children’s Choir will be 
performing in the Community Hall at both worship 
services on Sunday, May 27 (a portion of the funds 
raised last year through Advent Conspiracy is helping 
to bring them to GVBC). One of  our church members 
along with Pastor Steve and Nancy have graciously 
agreed to open their homes to the children and their 
chaperones, but we are looking for volunteers to help 
provide dinners for them on Thursday, May 24, Friday 

May 25 and Saturday, May 26. If  you are interested in helping out, please call or email 
Peggy at the church off ice (peggy@gvbc.net). 

The choir, 14 children ages 7 to 12, come f rom two countries: Ethiopia and Honduras. 
While the children are in the States, they participate in His Little Feet’s nationwide 
“Reaching For You” International Children’s Choir Tour. This energetic, culturally unique, 
Gospel-centered presentation brings attention to the plight of  millions of  orphaned and 
vulnerable children living in the world today and offers opportunities for people to 
respond and make a difference.  

At each worship service, attendees will be asked to consider how they can personally 
reach children in need in practical ways. His Little Feet’s nationwide campaign, “(be in 
on it)”, encourages people to get involved in at least one of four ways:  GIVE.  
SPONSOR.  GO.  ADOPT.  Attendees can take action on each of  those opportunities at 
all His Little Feet choir tour events and by visiting www.hislittlefeet.org. 

Founded by Michael and Christa Hahn in 2009, His 
Little Feet is a non-prof it organization which exists to 
help, love and train orphaned and vulnerable children 
worldwide. In late 2010, the Colorado-based Hahns 
boarded a plane with some of  the f irst Haitian children 
legally released by the Haitian and U.S. governments 
since the af termath of  the January, 2010 earthquake 
in Haiti. These children comprised the f irst His Little 
Feet Children’s Choir, which presented in over 50 
churches throughout 18 States, coast to coast, on the 
2010-2011 His Little Feet Tour, impacting the lives of  thousands of children in need 
worldwide. The 2011-2012 “Reaching For You” tour marks the f irst His Little Feet 
International Children’s Choir which will be comprised of children f rom multiple countries.  

During their short season in the United States, the children’s education and experiences 
will cultivate conf idence and purpose, equip them for the future, and undeniably change 
their lives forever. The hope is that these children will someday become Christian 
leaders, making a positive impact in their communities. Each of  the children has a 
dream. Some dream to become teachers, doctors, pastors and political leaders. The 
experience and training they receive as a part of the His Little Feet tour can enable them 
to make these dreams a reality.  

The children have already recorded an album in Nashville, which was released in the 
Fall of  2011. Their medical needs are being met and they attend the His Little Feet Life 
Training Academy where they are taught academics, performing arts and valuable life 
skills. 
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CITYLIGHTS CHURCH 

FIELD RENOVATION PROJECT 

On Saturdays during the months of  April and 
May, about 10 volunteers f rom GVBC have been 
going to Long Beach to help renovate the f ield 
which is part of  the church where Citylights is 
currently based. 

So far, thousands of pounds of concrete and a 
tree were removed. There was a house 
foundation underneath this piece of land. They 
took the concrete out of the ground, moved it into 
a dumpster, and started the process of loosening, 
grading, and conditioning the soil for sod. 

The volunteers then assisted with tilling the soil, 
digging trenches, and removing additional 
concrete f rom the f ield. 

The goal is to complete the project by mid-June 
so Citylights Church can host its first summer day 
camp for children in the community. 
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OUR MISSION FIELD 

Sheryl Silzer 

 
Dear All, I arrived back safely f rom a month-long stay in the Pacif ic. This included being in three different 
locations and having workshops in two. Wewak was on the coast and normally hot and humid. However, 
they said the week I was there was the coolest in a long time. Thank you, Lord!  The workshop was in 
an open-air building and the team of 12 were f rom Taiwan, Papua New Guinea, Australia, Finland, and 
the US. They have plans to continue discovering their cultural self -identity as they process their 
misunderstandings on their team. 
 
In the highlands there were 12 participants (1 Finland, 5 PNG, and 6 US) and four facilitators (2 UK, 1 
Korea, and 1 US). The facilitators did an excellent job with the sessions they led. One will be using the 
material in once-a-week sessions and run workshops in Europe in the future. The third location was in 
Brisbane where I met with the counselor also working in the Pacif ic area to see how we can coordinate 
our efforts. 
 
Thursday I arrived safely back home and am catching up on bills, mail, sorting, cleaning, etc. Next 
Wednesday both Pete and I head for Charlotte, North Carolina for a National Multicultural Conference. 
I'll be part of a presenting team on Multicultural issues. The f irst of  May I return to LA for one more 
Talbot class and the Asian Pacif ic Islander Women's Leadership conference where I'll be presenting a 
workshop on "How Confucianism Impacts Asian Christian Women in Leadership." 
 
Thank you for your continued prayers for the workshops, participants, facilitators, and future plans. My 
next overseas trip is May 14-21 Colombia, South America and May 22-31 Barcelona, Spain. I continue 
to thank and praise God for enabling me to have this ministry. I thank God for you all, Sheryl 
 
Citylights News by Tom Demerost 

 
An Easter Carnival to Remember: 
 
At Citylights Church we are always looking for opportunities to be a blessing to our community. One of  
our partner churches, Sun River Church, gave us a chance to do just that. Located in Sacramento, Sun 
River sent a group of  approximately 80 high school students and leaders to Long Beach to host a giant 
carnival the week before Easter. 
 
The carnival included games, food, craf ts, clowns, magicians, face painting and an enormous jumper 
obstacle course. And, it was all f ree!  The students did a spectacular job of  showing love to the many 
hundreds of people who attended f rom the neighborhood. We are so thankful for them. This carnival 
was especially benef icial because we were able to host it on the church property. This increased 
people’s connection to the church and opened the door for SO MANY great conversations. People had 
such a great time, they were asking us for information about the church and how they could get 
involved. 
 

We then had a full Easter service on Easter Sunday with 
many returning. We know the great experience everyone 
had at this event will pave the way for future events and 
serve as a wonderful introduction to the church for the 
many hurting in our community. 
This was all made possible by these young people giving 
up their spring breaks in order to invest their time and 
energy into advancing the Kingdom here in downtown 
Long Beach. We are so thankful for our many ministry 
partners. You are all vitally important to this ministry. 

The magic show 
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FAMILY NEWS 

Prayers to our many sister and brothers who have lost loved ones: 

� A private family funeral service was held for Henry Yamamoto who passed away on Wednesday, 

April 25. The service was held at Green Hills Cemetery on Wednesday, May 9. Pastor Daniel 
Matsuda off iciated. 

� Blane & Shirley Yamamoto, Jason and family in the passing of Shirley’s father, Yukio Mochizuki, 

who passed away on Tuesday, May 8. The funeral service was held at GVBC on Monday, May 14. 
Pastor Steve Langley officiated. 

Wedding announcement 

֠ Congratulations to Justin & Marsi [Day] Souther who were married at GVBC on Saturday, May 12. 
Pastor Steve Langley officiated. 

Baby announcement 

 

� Congratulations again to Brad & Grace Toy in the birth of  their triplets 

who were born at 8:30 a.m. on Thursday, March 22. Baby girl Avery is on 
the far left in the picture, then baby boy Isaac is in the middle with baby 
girl Emma next to him. 

 

 

 

Letters to our church family 

� Dear GVBC Family, We would like to express our thanks and deep appreciation for all the love and 

care extended to us af ter the passing of my father, Sam Takemoto. The large f loral arrangement 
sent for his service was just beautiful and was very much appreciated. Thank you. We have been 
comforted and blessed by so many at GVBC. Thank you for all your support and love. Sincerely, 
Linda Hayashi and family. 

� Dear GVBC. Thank you for the beautiful wreath and delicious desserts brought to Dawn Ashimine’s 

[funeral service was on April 7] funeral service. Your thoughts and prayers are deeply appreciated 
during these diff icult times. Love, Don & Danielle Ashimine 

� Dear Friends: On behalf  of  the City of  Gardena we would like to thank you for your kind donation of  

10 bags of food to our year round Emergency Food Pantry Program. Your compassion is to be 
commended. Your continued charitable contributions make a difference in the lives of the less 
fortunate of  Gardena. Together we can continue improving our small community. Sincerely, Deryl 
Lloyd, Superintendent of Recreation/Human Services/Building Maintenance, by Lydia James, 
Community Services Counselor 

If  you would like to contribute to the City of Gardena’s Food Pantry, please bring non-perishable items to 
church and put them in the brown box in the Narthex. We’re collecting through the end of May. 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in the 
subject line]. You can also contact event 
leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

 
� Office Closed Memorial Day Monday, May 28 
� Evangelism Training 

Sunday, May 20, 12:30—3:00 p.m., Room 220, bring your 
own lunch. Topic is “How to Lead Someone to Christ.” 
Sign up at the Guest Center after the worship services. 

� GVBC Bilingual Worship Service 
Saturday, June 9, 7:00pm, Sanctuary. This is a once-a-
month bilingual worship service held every second 
Saturday of each month. Refreshments served in Room 
201 af ter the service. Everyone welcome!  Next Bilingual 
Worship Service will be held on July 14. Contact Pastor 
Eiji Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net. 

� Classes at GVBC 
Sunday, June 10, 12:30 — 4:30 p.m.  
�101 Class, Membership and Baptism. For high 
school age and up. For those seeking information 
about GVBC and who would like to become a 
member and/or be baptized. Taught by Pastor Steve 
Langley and Layne Wakuta. 
�201 Class, Discovering Spiritual Maturity. Designed 
to help you develop spiritual maturity. Taught by 
Pastors Ron Matsuda and Chris Koga. 
�301 Class, Discovering Ministry (two-part series), 
Sunday, June 10 Part 1 & Sunday, June 17 Part 2. 
Learn about your unique spiritual gifts, your 
S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual gifts, Heart, Abilities, 
Personality, Experience) and take the next step in 
the ministry exploration process. Taught by Pastor 
Annette Kakimoto. 
�401 Class, Redefining My Life’s Mission. Teaches 
you how to redefine your life’s mission and how you 
can live as a witness to Christ. Taught by Pastor 
Daniel Matsuda. 
**A light lunch is provided before each class. 

KidZone Friday Night 
1st thru 5th Grade 
7:00 — 8:30 p.m. 
Community Hall  

 

May 25 — NO MEETING (Memorial Day Weekend) 
 
June 1 — Memory Maze 
June 8 — Bring a Friend & Pretzels Night/Ogreland 
June 15 — Card Relay/Father’s Day Craf t 
June 22 — Sockey 
June 29 — Kickball Basketball 
 

Contact Susan Wakuta, ext. 689,email: susan@gvbc.net 

Register by checking off the appropriate box on the 
back of your Connection form or contact the office or 
e-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net [Class number in the subject 
line]. 

� Sacred Pathways Adult Class 

Sundays until June 24 at 8:45 —10:00 a.m., Room 113. 
Taught by Pastor Annette Kakimoto. Call the office for 
more information or to register. 

� OASIS 

OASIS will be taking a summer break until September. 
The last OASIS will be on Wednesday, June 27, 7:00 pm. 

� Office Closed Wednesday, July 4 Federal Holiday 
� Youth Summer Camp Sunday, August 5 to Friday, 

August 10. Finished 5th to finished 11th grades. Alpine 
Conference Center, Blue Jay. More info to follow. Contact 
Pastor Daniel Matsuda, ext. 681, daniel@gvbc.net. 
Applications available soon. 

� Job Club Seminar Saturday, August 11, 9:00 a.m. to  

3:00 p.m., Room 250. 
� Seminarian Golf Tournament 

Monday, August 13, Rio Hondo Golf Club, 10627 Old 
River School Road, Downey, CA. 90241. Fee: $150. Early 
Bird: $125 by July 15. See website for registration form 
and more details. Tournament Director: Tak Shimazaki, 
takshim@yahoo.com. 

� Perspectives 

Monday, September 17 to Monday, January 14, 2013 
(excluding 12/24 & 12/31), 6:30 — 9:30 p.m., Room 218-
220 

� Primetimer’s 55+ Trip Events 

•1-day Oak Glen a La Mode & Apple Harvest Tour — 
Thursday, September 20, approx. cost: $82/person. 
Payment DEADLINE is Sunday, August 19. 
•Palm Springs Follies — Wednesday, November 14, 
approx. cost: $139/person. Payment DEADLINE is 
Sunday, September 2. 

•For more Info on all Primetimer trips call the office. 
Please make checks payable to Gardena Valley Baptist 
Church [Primetimer’s trip title in subject line]. 

180 High School 

Friday Night Large Group Fellowship 7:00 —-9:00 p.m., 
Room 200 
 
Sunday Morning Bible Studies 8:45 — 10:00 a.m. 
 
Short-Term Mission Trip to Long Beach, Saturday, June 23 
to Friday, June 29 
 
Contact any high school leader or Daniel Matsuda, ext. 681, 
daniel@gvbc.net. 
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Issue 9 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, June 6. Hard 
copies will then be available in the Narthex and Community Hall. All 
articles should be submitted by Sunday, June 3. 

 

GVBC CHRISTIAN SERVICE SCHOLARSHIP 

This scholarship is given as an encouragement to those who use their Spiritual 
gif ts in Christian service. 

Up to $750 will be awarded to applicants fulf illing these requirements: 

♦ Be a member or regular attendee of  GVBC. 

♦ Actively serve in a ministry of GVBC, or, for students who are living away 
and cannot attend GVBC during the school year, actively serve in a church 
ministry near school. 

♦ Actively attend worship services, or for high school seniors, actively attend 
GVBC’s High School Ministry. 

♦ Be, or will be, a part-time or full-time undergraduate student in the fall, 
carrying a 2.5 (out of  4.0) GPA. 

Applications available in the Narthex. 

Questions?  Contact Wendy Nakano, ext. 672 or email her at: 

wendy@gvbc.net [scholarship in subject line]. 



┌         ┐ 
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�Morning Worship @ 8:45am & 10:45am 

� Nichigo  Jap an ese-sp eaking Service@10:45am San ctuary  
 

Series: Study in John 13:31-17:26 
 

Sunday, May 20 
Pastor Steve Langley~Friends of  Jesus=John 15:18-16:4 

 

Sunday May 27 
Special Presentation 

His Little Feet International Children’s Choir 
 

Sunday, June 3/Communion 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Sin, Judgment, and Conviction 

John 16:5-16 
 

Sunday, June 10 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Jesus Prays for His Disciples/All 

John 17:1-5 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

Monday, May 28 


